
Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

26th November 2015 

Present: Ken Jordan, Jack Cranfield, Don Cranfield, Katherine Matthews, 

Dennis Matthews, Alan Scott. 

1. Apologies for Absence 

Mark Evans 

 

2. Agreement of minutes from 8th October 2015 

Minutes Agreed 

 

3. Matters Arising 

DC-posters and banners were put up as agreed at the last meeting. 

 

4. Current Questionnaire Results- Summary of Data. 

Roughly 10% returns. DM-until we get something concrete down on 

paper people won’t respond in great numbers. 

 

JC-it has given us some useful data as to where to go next, esp. re 

demand for smaller houses. 

DM- the housing element of responses is confusing as K J states, esp. 

affordable housing, categories overlap. 

KJ-there is a minority against all housing, which isn’t a possibility. 

KM- I think most people accept there has to be some form of new 

housing. 

KJ- we need to do more work on types of houses/ affordable housing. A 

small minority, 7%, wanted to look at allocation or something similar. He 

has spoken to Action in Rural Sussex. They suggested that if we went 

down allocation route it would be expensive- more than the grant 

available. 

 

AS-has spoken to James Garside. He has asked that we let him know 

once and for all that we are not dealing with site allocation. It was 

suggested that ME as PC chairman let J Garside know that we are not 

dealing with housing allocation. 

 



DM- we can use criteria in plan to say development should be near 

shops, no ribbon development etc. without actually allocating. 

 

AS- self build housing will be big in coming years and custom build. 

DM-this is where criteria come in again, can specify size of development 

etc. 

 

KJ- need to use task groups/ public meeting to explain what a 

Neighbourhood Plan is and what it can and can’t do. 

AS- there is a RIBA website that lists what N Plan steps there are etc. 

 

JC-have yet to analyse postcode data, but there are quite a lot of 

responses from the New Heritage site. The questionnaires also provide 

us with email addresses to contact re task groups. 

 

KJs summary circulated by email- the first three sections could go in the 

January Parish magazine, not the recommendations paragraph. Could 

also go on website. JC-This might drum up more responses, will keep 

accepting them. 

 

5. The Next Steps and Future Targets 

DC-suggests we have a meeting for the village in January regarding the 

next steps. We could sign up people for the task groups and start sorting 

them out. Week starting Monday 11th January? JC to find out when 

Village Hall free. 

 

KJ to ask clerk if he has an up to date stats of the adult population. 

 

6. Any Other Business. 

KJ-should we create a separate task group looking at community spirit 

following results of questionnaire? 

KM- wasn’t one of the original task groups looking at communities 

anyway? 

DC- yes is already on the list agreed back in January. 

KJ- all task groups need to look at building a stronger sense of 

community. 

 



KJ- on the questionnaire a lot of people would welcome more job 

opportunities. Was a very negative group of replies about this. 

DM- N Plan could have a policy to keep/ retain industrial estate, 

brickworks as industrial use etc. 

 

DC- Will ask J Garside to come along to Jan public meeting, will try and 

get it on a Thursday at 7.30pm. JC to do a PowerPoint presentation. Will 

cover; where we are at, questionnaire results, what is involved with task 

groups, regulations involved with plan, what a plan can and can’t do, Q 

and A. 

 

KJ- Suggested we could have an informal meeting with Tom Warder at 

A.I.R.S at no cost. JC and KJ to arrange. 

DC- we could then go to Lewes DC to see what they say. 

DM- the more people you talk to the better. 

 

(DM gave his apologies and left the meeting for a prior appointment) 

 

KJ- offered to attempt a draft vision statement to be circulated by email. 

 

KM-Can we work out a draft timetable at the start of the New Year to 

give us some idea of timescale? When J Garside came he had a 

programme where you could work out dates. AS to contact. JC to put 

item on January agenda. 

 

7. Date of next meeting. 

7th January 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


