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Chailey Parish Council 

Minutes of Chailey Annual Parish Meeting Held on 13th May 2022 
at Chailey Parish Hall commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Present: 28 electors of Chailey and representatives of village organisations 

 
1. Welcome. 
 
The Newly Elected Chair of the Parish Council welcomed all those present to the meeting. 
 
2. Apologies for Absence. 
 
Apologies were received from 2 individuals. 
 
3. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 17th May 2019. 
 
The minutes of the 2019 Annual Parish meeting were approved and were signed by the Chair. 
 
4. Annual Report from the Chair of Chailey Parish Council 
 
The Outgoing Chair of the Parish Council presented his report of the past 3 years.  Owing to the 
Coronavirus pandemic and restrictions on public meetings there had not been an Annual Parish 
Meeting since 2019.   2021/22 was another busy, successful, and eventful year for your Council.   
 
Finances 

In the financial year which ended on 31st March 2022, the Council’s financial position was ignificantly 

influenced by the injection of £21k of CIL money and by spending £10k on the first stage of the 

Rowheath play area. Expenditure was £99,811;   receipts were £143,857 so our reserves rose by 

£44,046.  

In the financial year which ended on 31st March 2021, expenditure was £103,341; receipts were 

£111,249.  

In the current financial year, the largest single item of expenditure will be the repainting and repair of 

Chailey Windmill which, if no further deterioration is discovered as the paint is removed, is expected 

to cost £53.5k.  It will be funded mainly from reserves. Because of improved contract management 

and more frequent and stringent checks on the work in progress, the Council is confident that this 

repainting will last considerably longer than the last one, which will give more time to build up 

adequate reserves to fund the next repainting.   

Your Council continues to adopt a prudent approach to finance. We try to ensure that we have money 

set aside for known or prospective projects and where we know expenditure will be incurred in the 

future. We maintain our general reserve at the level recommended by the National Association of 

Local Councils and we seek to set a Precept that will raise enough money to fund the routine, day to 

day costs of running the Parish. Other costs are met from reserves or from monies received from 

other sources. 
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In the 2022/23 financial year, we plan to spend the full budget of £79,568.96 and the remainder of 

the budget set aside last year for the Rowheath Play Area. In broad terms ½ of the expenditure will be 

funded by the precept and ½  from reserves.   The amount that each household in the village in 

Council Tax Band D will pay for Chailey this year is a little under £4 per month. We have kept the 

precept unchanged from last year. I hope you feel that is value for money. 

Improving Road Safety In The Village 
This topic featured in our last village meeting three years ago. I am sorry to say that it has not 
progressed much since then! But we do believe that we have at last found better paths through the 
often- impenetrable bureaucracy of East Sussex County Council. We are still hoping to use some of 
the Section 106 money paid in connection with the development of the New Heritage and some other 
sites to Introduce traffic lights at the junction of the A275 and Mill Lane in South Chailey. An 
additional possibility would be to introduce a 20-mph speed limit outside Chailey School but only at 
times when pupils are being dropped and picked up. 
There is also a suggestion to introduce a 20-mph speed limit more widely throughout Chailey. Your 
views on that would be most welcome. Please express them during the general question and 
comment session at the end of the meeting or contact our Clerk, Debbie King, after the meeting. 
 
Updating The Neighbourhood Plan 
As you know, the Neighbourhood Plan was endorsed overwhelmingly in the Referendum last May and 
was formally adopted by Lewes District Council last June. But the planning scene is far from static. A 
new Lewes Local Plan is currently in course of preparation. That will involve later this year a further 
call for sites within the district, including our Parish, for possible additional housing development. As 
our Neighbourhood Plan accepted sites selected by Lewes for development, once the new Lewes 
Local Plan has been finalised, we shall need to consider carefully whether detailed changes will be 
needed to our Plan to ensure that it includes appropriate policies to maximise the chances of realizing 
our overall vision for the village and its supporting objectives. 
Your Council may well conclude that a Steering Group including villagers as well as Councillors will be 
needed to consider and work on these issues. If you feel that you would be interested in participating 
and have relevant skills to offer, please let the Parish Clerk know after the meeting. 
 
A Pedestrian Path From The A 272 To St. Peter’s School 
This also featured in the Neighbourhood Plan as a “Non -Statutory Community Aspiration”. The recent 
development of the footpath along the A275 from Hamsey to South Chailey has shown what can be 
achieved in this regard. Your Council therefore needs to know how important it is for villagers that we 
should devote significant resources to  Constructing such a footpath to the school .  Please comment 
on this later in the meeting or subsequently contact the Parish Clerk. 
 
Electric Vehicle Charging Points 
The era of petrol and diesel vehicles is starting to draw to a close. The Government has already 
announced a date after which it will cease to be legal to sell new petrol and diesel vehicles. As the 
technology of electric vehicles improves, the time will surely come when petrol and diesel vehicles 
will be banned entirely from Britain’s roads. In those circumstances, the viability of a spread- out 
village like Chailey will only be assured if Electric Vehicle Charging Points (EVCPs) are wide- spread 
throughout the village. It is not too early to start planning now for this revolutionary and far- reaching 
change. 
The time will also come – perhaps very soon – when it will be obligatory for all new private houses 
with off street parking to have Charging Points. Indeed, it may soon be a sine qua non for obtaining 
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planning permission to include EVCPs in each Planning Application. But there will also be a need for 
public charging facilities to be established for those who live in accommodation without off street 
parking. I suggest that against this background, it is not too soon to start identifying sites in Chailey 
where such public facilities could be established. The Parish Council does not own land suitable for 
the establishment of public charging sites. So, we shall need to identify suitable sites around the 
village in private ownership and then the Council will need to persuade the owners of such sites to 
cooperate in providing them. The Council would welcome your ideas and suggestions for possible 
sites. Please let us have them at this meeting or after wards contact the Clerk. The Council would also 
like to know how important villagers feel  it to be for the Council to take active steps – including 
providing finance – to ensure that public charging points exist throughout the village.  
   
Finally, Some Public Thanks 

 
 Sincere public thanks to all my fellow members of the Council for the dedication, hard work, wisdom 
and local knowledge that they have brought to our deliberations. 

 
Finally, my very warm and sincere public tribute to our former Clerk, Bettina Newell who resigned 
from her office towards the end of the last financial year. She was a first class Clerk  in every respect 
and a wonderful colleague and close personal friend. We have been fortunate to appoint in her place   
Debbie King, who is settling down well into the job and gives every indication of becoming another 
outstanding Parish Clerk. 
 
5. Notes from the Report from East Sussex County Councillor  
 
Following election in May 2021 I have continued the work of the previous Cllr on areas such as 
Children’s Services.  ESCC have increased the Highways Budget by 15% this financial year.  I have made 
representations to ESCC cabinet with regards to Potholes.  I am pushing for rural bus services to be a 
priority within the Bus Service Improvement Plan (BSIP).  Cllr. Matthew Milligan 
 
6. Notes from the Report from Lewes District Councillor 
 
I continue to work to protect the countryside against large urban developments and note that most 
people on the Housing Register wish to live in Lewes and the Coastal Towns. 
Lewes District Council does not plan to return to full time work from offices and plans to no longer have 
offices in Lewes Town Centre 
I continue to work with Chailey Parish Council to ensure that Lewes District Council fulfills its legal 
requirements with regards to Chailey Common. 
I am a new Trustee of the Andros Almshouse Charity, Grantham Close and the Armed Forces Champion 
for Lewes District Council.  Cllr. Sharon Davy 
 
 
7. Questions and comments. 
 
Electrical Vehicle Charging Points:  A number of locations were suggested by those present:  Village 
Hall, Pubs, Schools.  All planning applications for new developments should include charging points. 
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Footpaths:  A footpath running from the Kings Head to St. Peters School should be a priority for CIL 
investment.  Cycle paths:  Better facilities for cyclists would improve connecting the Parish.  Lack of 
footpath and Cycle path holds Chailey villagers back from feeling connected as one Parish. 
 
New Parish Noticeboards were requested as the current ones are in very poor condition. 
 
Speed limits on A275/A272 to be considered.  It was though that enforcement difficult if lower speed 
limits are exceeded. 
 
A request for more bins for rubbish and dog faeces on Red House Common was made. 
 
8. The Chair brought the meeting to a close. 
 
The Chair thanked everyone for attending and thanked the Councillors who had assisted with 
refreshments.  She thanked those attendees who had expressed an interest in assisting with particular 
areas of work. 
 
 
Signed:       Date: 

 
 


