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The Chailey Annual Parish Meeting was held on Monday 28th April 2014 
at Chailey Parish Hall, commencing at 7.30pm. 

 

Present - 54 in total: Parish Council: Cllrs. S. Avery, D.Cowan, D.Cranfield, J-P. Ellis, M. Evans, S.Griffin, 
J.Millam, K. Matthews, P.Olbrich and Parish Clerk, Mrs V Grainger. 

 

1. Welcome by Cllr. Olbrich of Chailey Parish Council  

Apologies and Matters Arising from the Minutes of the 2013 Parish Meeting 
Cllr. Cranfield opened the meeting by welcoming LDC Councillor Sharon Davy and ESCC Councillor Jim Sheppard, 
Police Officer Chris Wright and members of the public. There were no matters arising from the Annual Parish 
meeting held on 29th April 2013. 
 
Apologies received: Cllrs. P. Atkins, and J. Tillard. 
 

2.  Annual Report from Parish Council  

Cllr. Cranfield as Chairman of the Council gave the following report: 

 

“The Parish Council has had a busy and productive year, working on behalf of the residents of Chailey and I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow Councillors and our Parish Clerk, Vera Grainger, for all 

their hard work during the year. I would also like to thank Cllr Jim Sheppard, our East Sussex County 

Councillor, for his support, and Cllr Sharon Davy, our Lewes District Councillor. Two new Councillors – 

Katherine Matthews and Stephen Avery - joined the Council during the year, bringing planning and legal 

expertise. While progress is, necessarily, sometimes not as quick as we would like, we have taken forward a 

number of projects and improvements to the Parish: 

 
The Parish Council is installing a Basketball Net and surfaced area at Rowheath for the use by young 
people, in particular those attending the Chailey Youth Group. Cllr. Peter Olbrich has led this project, which 
involved consulting with Chailey Youth Group and local residents, assessing the site and obtaining the 
required 3 quotes for the works. Councillors also had to take into account the need to maintain a balance 
between the continued use of the green as an informal sports and pastimes area, whilst preserving the rare 
plant and fungi present on the site. 

  
Improvements and Repairs to Parish Assets: the Parish Council has embarked on a programme of 
refurbishment of Parish assets, starting with the Reading Room and the conversion of the Pump House in 
South Chailey into a bus shelter. As those of you who have been involved in arranging building works on 
properties will know, this is quite time-consuming, but we are pleased with the work carried out on the Reading 
Room by R M Wickham & Son, which has ensured it is weather tight and further deterioration is prevented. 
The refurbishment of the Pump House has taken longer than expected, but the Parish Council has to comply 
with standards for bus shelters – this work is nearing completion. The Council has also pursued the matter of 
the damaged bus shelter in South Chailey and the contractors have confirmed the replacement will be 
installed by early June. The cost will ultimately be recovered from the driver’s insurance. We have also 
ordered a new bench for Chailey Green and replaced the community notice board at South Chailey. 
 
Chailey Windmill has suffered damage in the recent storms and also needs repainting and electrical works. 
The Parish Council holds a 99 year full repairing lease on the Windmill and this represents a significant 
financial outlay. However, we budget carefully for maintenance works, the damage will be covered by 
insurance and I’m sure you will agree the Windmill is an icon of the Parish and it is right that we look after it.  
 
Chailey Sports Club has continued with their fundraising programme for the new Sports Pavilion and the 
Parish Council still has a substantial sum earmarked to support the project. We have also paid for work to 
alleviate sports field drainage problems. In total, the Parish Council has provided grants of £17,425 this year, 
increased from £11,249 last year. 
 
The Parish Council continues to pay for grass cutting of public areas such as the sports pitches, Rowheath 
and the Green and for tree works where the trees are on Council land. We lobby on behalf of Chailey for 
maintenance works, for instance to hedges along roads to improve visibility, and footpath clearance. 
Led by our Parish Clerk, the Village Information Point continues to offer an opportunity for residents to raise 
matters in an informal setting at the Coffee Stop in the Free Church, South Chailey. The sessions are 
fortnightly on Fridays, 10 – 12. 
 
The Parish Council holds quarterly meetings with the ESCC Highways Department to discuss projects and 
concerns raised by parishioners. Current issues include speed limits; traffic in Oxbottom Lane / Cinder Hill, 
amber warning lights to assist with crossing the A272 in the Lower Station Road area, and using the S106  
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development contributions from the New Heritage development, for a footpath along Warrs Hill Road and a 
pedestrian crossing in South Chailey. 
 
And now I come to the main focus of this evening’s meeting: Planning: As a Statutory Consultee, the Parish 
Council comments on all planning applications made within Chailey. In October, Retirement Villages Ltd 
submitted a revised proposal for the Gradwell Park development in which they attempted to address some of 
the concerns previously expressed by residents, and reflected in the Parish Council comments. On balance, 
we felt our concerns were still not fully addressed and we continued to object to the application. Lewes District 
Council Planning Committee refused planning permission and, as far as we are aware, an appeal has not 
been submitted. 
 
This case perhaps highlights how vulnerable Chailey Parish is to development which is not in the overall 
interests of the residents. We are not in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, nor the National Park. The 
government has introduced a policy of presumption in favour of sustainable development (whatever that might 
be) and in November Lewes District Council circulated details of housing site options which, if all proceeded to 
development, would result in 127 houses being built - our current allocation is 40 across the Parish. 
I must stress that a Neighbourhood Plan would not prevent development taking place, but would establish 
general planning policies for the development and use of land, which would have to be taken into account by 
Lewes District Council. However, if Chailey Parish Council is going to take forward a neighbourhood plan, we 
need your help and guidance as to what the community actually wants to see. So, it’s now over to you. There 
are instructions on each table, and perhaps we could spend about half an hour on this?” 

 

3. There followed a workshop exercise:  

Is there support for a Chailey Neighbourhood Plan? 

The exercise instructions were as follows: 

With the help of your group members-  

On separate “post it” notes please answer the following questions:  

What do you think is good about Chailey?  

What do you think is bad about Chailey? 

What do you think should be changed or improved? 

Do you support a Neighbourhood Plan for Chailey? 

Does Chailey need additional housing development? (If you think it does what type of housing should this be?) 

Does Chailey need improved services/ leisure facilities? (If you think it does what type facilities/services?) 

• Position the notes on the Chailey map where you think they should most appropriately be located.   

• When you have finished please take a few moments to complete the questionnaire. 

 

4.    Feedback and Question and Answer Session:  

 Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire- not everyone had the opportunity to complete the questionnaire. It was 

confirmed that this would be made available on the web site or by contacting the Clerk. 

It was confirmed that a grant of up to £7,000 may be made available through Lewes District Council, but this 

would be about half the anticipated cost of the process for completing a Neighbourhood Plan.  

It was confirmed that the process was the same regardless of the size of population. 

It was also confirmed that the plan could be rejected by the Inspector. The following individual comments were 

made: 

• The Plan would enable residents to determine the design of dwellings. 

• I am in favour of a Neighbourhood Plan, as there is a better chance to define the type of housing and 

where it goes. 

• Chailey had already had experience of 71 homes being built in – a decision made by the Secretary of 

State. 

• There was clearly a cost of developing a Neighbourhood Plan but the benefits were not identified. 

• Chailey should take the opportunity to develop a plan because if nothing is done we only have 

ourselves to blame. 

• The Neighbourhood Plan should include additional housing such as shared ownership and smaller 

properties for older people to downsize. 

• The Neighbourhood Plan should include community buildings such as the Sports Pavilion offering 

access to sports. 
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• A Neighbourhood Plan should ensure that you can say what you think. 

• Can we afford it? – Chailey has a Windmill which takes a lot of financial up keep- this is an unfair 

burden on poorer residents. 

• We should have a Windmill in Chailey as it is an iconic building of historical value. 

• Chailey is so dispersed there would be difficulty in getting agreement where development should be. 

• A Neighbourhood Plan should be supported but needed input from everyone. 

 

Cllr. Cranfield thanked everyone from attending and confirmed that there seemed to be general support from 

the meeting that the Parish Council should progress the development of a Neighbourhood Plan, but it was 

difficult to judge whether the meeting was truly representative of the whole Village. 

   

Finally Cllr. Olbrich thanked Cllr. Cranfield for his work through the year as Chairman of the Parish Council.  

 

5.   Close of Meeting- There being no further questions the meeting closed at 8.55 p.m. 
Signed: 
 
 
Chairman     Date: 
 
 

 Thanks were expressed to the parish councillors for their assistance in 
setting up the hall and clearing away after the meeting. Thanks were 
also given to Cllr Olbrich for organising the refreshments.   
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