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The Chailey Annual Parish Meeting was held on Monday 29th April 2013 
at Chailey Parish Hall, commencing at 7.30pm. 

Present - 26 in total: Parish Council: Cllrs P. Atkins, D.Cranfield, J-P. Ellis, S.Griffin, J.Millam,  
P.Olbrich, J. Tillard, R.Trussell and Parish Clerk, Mrs V Grainger. 
Speakers:  PCSO Steven Knowles, J.Gould (Chailey Sports Club), Mrs J Stent Chailey Bonfire Society,  
Miss G Kybert Chailey Youth Group, District Cllr. Sharon Davy; County Cllr. Meg Stroude. 

 

1. Welcome by Cllr. Olbrich of Chailey Parish Council  

Apologies and Matters Arising from the Minutes of the 2012 Parish Meeting 
   Cllr. Cranfield opened the meeting by welcoming the speakers and members of the public. There were no 

matters arising from the annual parish meeting held on 23rd April 2012. 
Apologies received: Cllrs. D.Cowan, M. Evans and L Waller. Norman Baker MP, Mr J Smith and Mr M Rider. 
 

2.  Annual Report from Parish Council  

Cllr. Cranfield Chairman of the Council presented his report for the previous twelve months: 
The Parish Council has had a busy and productive year, working on behalf of the residents of Chailey. While 
progress is never as quick as we would like, we have taken forward or contributed to a number of projects and 
improvements to the Parish:  
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee was celebrated with a good number of varied activities to suit all ages and 
interests, hosted by the village societies, who were led by the Bonfire Society. The Council issued a souvenir 
map of the Parish, available free to every household. This celebrates both the history of Chailey and features 
and activities – look closely and you’ll see even the Fish & Chip van is shown! 
The new Parish Hall paving I’m sure you will agree looks very smart and will enable a previously under-used 
area to enhance the facility and potentially increase income. The Council provided a substantial grant for this 
work. 
Chailey Youth Group has been supported by the Council this year through an increased grant, funding the 
hire of the village hall and general advice.  
In total, the Parish Council has provided grants of £11,249 this year. 
Led by our Parish Clerk, Vera Grainger, the Village Information Point continues to offer an opportunity for 
residents to raise matters in an informal setting at the Coffee Stop in the Free Church, South Chailey. The 
sessions are fortnightly on Fridays, 10 – 12. 
The Chailey Commons fencing project has now been completed and sheep, ponies and cattle are now 
grazing the commons. This has not been without some controversy, particularly regarding noise from the 
cattle grids, installed as part of the project. The Council is participating in discussions with interested parties to 
seek a resolution to the problem, but this is likely to be complex and will take some time. 
Chailey Sports Club has recently launched a fundraising programme for the new Sports Pavilion and the 
Parish Council wishes the Club every success in this; a substantial sum is earmarked to support the project. 
We are also liaising with the Club regarding alleviating sports field drainage problems.  
The Parish Council continues to pay for grass cutting of public areas such as the sports pitches, Rowheath 
and the Green and for tree works where the trees are on Council land. We lobby on behalf of Chailey for 
maintenance works, for instance to hedges along roads to improve visibility, and footpath clearance.  
The Parish Council holds quarterly meetings with the ESCC Highways Department to discuss projects and 
concerns raised by parishioners. Current issues include the extension of 40mph speed limits, traffic in 
Oxbottom Lane / Cinder Hill, difficulties experienced in crossing the A272 in the Lower Station Road area, the 
proposed Warrs Hill footpath and the cattle grids and chicanes on Chailey Common. 
As a Statutory Consultee, the Parish Council comments on all planning applications made within Chailey and 
we always appreciate applicants attending the relevant meeting to clarify any points raised by Councillors. The 
proposed Gradwell Park development was the largest and most controversial application and the Parish 
Council sought to provide a balanced opinion, fully taking into account both the negative and the positive 
aspects of the development. We made it clear at the Lewes District Council Planning Committee on 6 June 
that on balance we objected to the application, which of course was refused permission at that meeting. The 
developers have revised their plans, reducing the scale of the development and will no doubt submit a revised 
planning application in due course. 
The Parish Council has recently commented on the Lewes District Council Core Strategy, which will, once 
adopted, set out the strategic policies to guide new development and changes in the District for the period up 
to 2030. 
The Council continues to work with Lewes District Council and ESCC Highways regarding using the S106 
development contributions from the New Heritage development, primarily for a footpath along Warrs Hill 
Road and a pedestrian crossing in South Chailey. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow Councillors and Vera Grainger for all their help and 
support during the year. I would also like to thank Cllr Meg Stroude, who is standing down as our East Sussex 
County Councillor at the forthcoming Local Elections, having represented Chailey for 12 years.  
And finally, thank you to Julie Awcock, who has cleaned the Reading Room to an excellent standard for a 
number of years and has now gained a full time position – we wish her well. 

3.  Police Report- PCSO Steven Knowles 
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PCSO Knowles advised that crimes statistics for the local area were available from the Sussex Police web 
sites. In total there had been 12 crimes in for 2013 (to end of February), 47 crimes in 2012 and 26 in 2011. 
The increase in 2012 was due primarily to anti-social behaviour reports concerning neighbour disputes. The 
Sussex Police District priority crimes were Burglaries to outbuildings and sheds, theft of fuel/oil had also 
become a top priority for Sussex Police; due to the increasing number of incidents being reported. Vehicle 
Crime remained a priority and residents were reminded not to leave valuables on display. Sussex Police also 
offered a free tool marking service and recommend photographing high value items. Priorities for Chailey were 
thefts from vehicles, (there had been a spate of thefts from vehicles at the Warrs Hill Car Park); and speeding. 
A group of volunteers had been trained to introduce a community speed watch initiative in Chailey; and were 
now awaiting the necessary equipment in order to start making speed checks. PCSO Knowles explained that 
Operation Crackdown was an initiative which allowed members of the public to report anti-social driving and 
abandoned vehicles easily. Anti-social driving included using a mobile phone while driving and not wearing a 
seat belt.  

4. Reports from local organisations:  
4.1 Chailey Bonfire Society 

Mrs J Stent explained that Chailey Bonfire Society now had a number of young followers on face book.  
Young people also like to join other societies but insurance cover was required if members helped at other 
events. There were now three very experienced firework safety officers:  Y.Black, E. Sheridan and S. Marden. 
The Bonfire Society also offered a bar management service for weddings and other functions; profits raised 
from this helped pay for the annual events. The St Georges Day event had been very successful and a further 
event was planned to be held at the Sports Pavilion, North Chailey next year. On 6th May the Bonfire Society 
was helping with the link walk event. The Bonfire Society was also planning the usual Christmas party for 
older members of the Village; and had supported other events such as the Queens Diamond Jubilee activities. 
Mrs Stent advised that she would be retiring from the Bonfire Society committee in May but would still be 
supportive of the Society’s aims. 
  

4.3 Chailey Commons report provided by Jo Heading  ESCC Senior Ranger  
Cllr. Cranfield presented the report provided by Jo Heading covering the Grazing project for the period  
15th January until 17th April 2013: 

• 10 Exmoor ponies owned by the Sussex Pony Grazing and Conservation Trust left Red House Common  
on 9th April.  Over the 6 month period, they had done an excellent job in opening up the habitat through 
trampling and grazing. The Trust has now agreed to trial 5 ponies on the Combined Commons commencing 
18th April until the end of September. Advanced warning signage and signage on site has been installed and 
articles have been released to the Press.  

• Approximately 20 large rams from Townings Farm would be grazing on the combined commons by the end of 
April. After the dog attacks, trials were being completed using large rams only which should be better able to 
defend themselves against dogs. More obvious strongly-worded signage would also displayed in the car 
parks. 

• Carole Uridge (grazier) conducted another interview regarding the interaction between sheep and dogs on 
BBC Radio Sussex at the beginning of April.  

• Sussex Wildlife Trust were considering how many British White cattle they might be able to loan us to 
graze the commons. Nothing had been agreed as yet.  

Other work included: 

• HLS works carried out by Maintenance Rangers- 0.14 hectares of coppicing on Pound Common and 0.44 
hectares of scrub clearance on Romany Ridge. Stacking timber and burning the arisings. 

• Volunteer Group undertaken on a weekly task day on Red House Common to coppice 0.18 hectares of 
woodland and removed a large area of birch saplings and gorse regrowth. 

• Writing and letting contracts for scrape work on Pound Common (1 hectare) and clearance around the 
pond on Romany Ridge, removing overhanging scrub but leaving a buffer zone against the A272 and also 
removing areas of scrub around the pond-unfortunately due to the extremely wet weather, the 2 scrapes 
that were planned on Memorial and Romany Ridge commons could not be undertaken as the ground 
conditions were not suitable and damage to the habitat/paths would have been caused. This work has 
been put back to early Autumn when the ground should have dried out sufficiently. 

• Fencing and gate repairs/additions including replacing a stolen gate by Pound Common pond which has 
subsequently been stolen again. Making gateways stock proof, repairing vandalised pony barriers, making 
cattle grids sheep proof by installing “stobs”. “Vergemarker” posts will be installed by a contractor on the 
Highway grids before the sheep arrive at the end of the month. 

• 3m ditch-bridge installed by the car park at Red House Common. 

• Mapping of position of water pipes using GIS. 

• Arranging contract to crown reduce ash tree on Red House Common overhanging Little Noven Farm 

• Answering queries and dealing with complaints from members of the public.  
Works planned over the coming months: 

• Discussion with graziers regarding future grazing on the Commons. 

• Fixed point photography. Liaising with Ian Seccombe to determine suitable locations for the points over the 
Summer. Mapping the location of the water pipes using GIS 
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• Installation of new pole barrier in layby on Beggar’s Wood Road  

• Continue work in conjunction with Graphics Team on A1 interpretation panel. 

• Arranging bracken cutting and rolling contract, part of agreed HLS works and liaising with the Working Horse 
Trust regarding bracken removal at Red House Common. 

• Continuing to plan works for volunteer group to undertake-possible options include work to improve sundew 
and marsh gentian habitat plus surveys. 

• Organise scrape contract on Memorial Common (1 hectare) and scrub clear and scrape on Romany Ridge 
Commons (0.24 hectares). 

 
4.4 Chailey Youth Group- A report provided by Gemma Kybert was presented:  

Chailey Youth Group (CYG) has now been operating for 7 years. 37 Young people attend, with an average of 

30 Young People attending to take part in activities that they would not normally have the opportunity to enjoy. 

Evaluation: The evaluation of the group was based on the Every Child Matters Agenda: 

• Being Healthy 

• Staying Safe 

• Enjoying and achieving 

• Making a positive contribution 

• Economic well-being. 

When young people were asked what they thought about CYG the responses were very positive. The range of 

activities offered included a quiz night, a curry and pizza night, giant inflatables challenges, dry slope skiing 

and team challenges games night. CYG encouraged young people to work as a team, manage risks and 

respect others it therefore supports the Every Child Matters aims of enjoying and achieving. In 7 years 7,200 

hours of youth work has been provided by 3 volunteers. 

4.5 Chailey Sports Club- Mr John Gould 

Mr Gould provided an update on progress to rebuild the Chailey Sports Pavilion. The grant application process 

had proved to be very slow and very prescriptive. The Sports Club produced proposals, obtained planning 

permission and then the criteria for grants changed. The planning design was changed and the Sports Club 

was then advised that no funds were available. The cost of rebuilding, based on the current revised plans was 

£360,000, (including VAT). At present there was no way that VAT can be avoided. Representatives of the 

Club had made a trip to Ferndown in Dorset in order to support a grant application made to Veolia; but the 

grant was not forthcoming. Grants had been confirmed from Chailey Parish Council and £50,000 from Sport 

England Foundation. The Sports Club had registered with HMRC for gift aid relief and had amended their 

constitution; a response was awaited. Further grant applications were in progress and a fund raising event 

was being held on May Bank holiday – a sponsored walk using the Link Walk route and a hog roast at North 

Common.  

 

4.6 Chailey Parish Hall  

On behalf of the Parish Hall Committee Mrs Anne Jones expressed thanks to the Parish Council for the grant 

for the hall garden improvement. This work would not have been possible without the support of the Council 

and a useful and attractive area had been created; a vast improvement on the previous rough grass area. The 

Hall continued to be very busy with very few booking slots available and regular users were reliable.  

 

4.7 Chailey & Newick Brownies 

Cllr. Cranfield mentioned the very creative “thank you” which the Parish Council had received from the 

Brownies. Each Brownie had added their own message to a long paper scroll, which was on display along the 

length of the Parish Hall. 

 

5.   Report by East Sussex County Councillor, Meg Stroude: 

The Council faced the challenge of delivering quality services on decreasing budgets and had decided to 

concentrate on delivering core statutory services.  The Council was looking to achieve £60m savings over the 

next three years. Adult Social Care accounted for about half of the total budget. 
Economy Transport and Environment. 
£19.5 million would be spent on road maintenance this year, mainly on A and B roads. 
12 new highway stewards were now on patrol to find any problems on the roads. They will help solve any 
issues local people have with the highways. The local Steward is Rob Stevens tel 07748 768375. Suitable 
jobs for the maintenance gangs who visit the village should be found. 
Adult Social Care. 
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Over half the number of elderly people and those with learning and physical difficulties and mental health 
difficulties, now receive Self Directed Support. This means that individuals can plan how they want their social 
care needs met and have far more choice and control over the support they receive.  
Children's Services. 
The secondary school pupils achieving five or more A*-C grades at GCSE in English and Maths had improved.  
Investment had been made in a school improvement programme and two new schools were being built. The 
“thrive” approach had been adopted which was a whole family approach to social work. Currently there were 
600 children cared for by the County.  
The South East Seven is a collaboration of seven upper tier authorities in the South East working to improve 
efficiency and effectiveness through better joint working with projected annual savings and avoid costs in the 
region of £100 million over the next five years. There have been huge capital investments in the County. "The 
Keep" at Falmer is now well under way (ESCC having contributed £13 million). It is the new historical resource 
centre, which houses over six miles of archives and historical resources dating back over 900 years. There will 
be a new library at Newhaven and a large new library in Hastings and an update of the library at Seaford.   
Finally Cllr. Stroude explained that after 12 years as the County Councillor for Chailey she was retiring and 
thanked residents of Chailey for their help and support during her term as Councillor. 
Cllr. Cranfield responded on behalf of the Parish Council and presented Cllr Stroude with a bouquet and 
thanked her for her many years of hard work and commitment. 

 

6. Report from Lewes District Councillor, Sharon Davy 

Cllr Davy provided an update on LDC matters: 

Highways – Cllr. Davy had supported action to introduce traffic calming measures at North Chailey following 

an accident injury caused to a child. Children crossing warning signs were to be installed. 

Planning and Housing the District Council was seeking comments on the Core Strategy submission 

and local input was important.  Chailey was not in the National Park area which placed it in a vulnerable 

position; developers were urged to develop on brown field sites before building on green field sites.  

New Heritage- The District Council had pursued the developers of the site to fulfill their obligations to create a 

play area. 

New Housing Allocations Policy- a new policy was being developed and there was a proposal to amend the 

Village connections criteria. Unfortunately, Chailey had already experienced some difficulties with residents 

who were used to urban living being housed in Chailey’s rural area. There were 2054 people on the LDC 

housing register, 15 had connections with Chailey.  

Gradwell End- time had been taken to consider the planning application at Gradwell End, a number of 

residents had objected to the application. There were particular concerns regarding access to the site which 

was outside the planning boundary.  

Insect Nuisance- Residents of North Chailey had been affected by an infestation of flies. This was attributed 

to a major sewage spillage between 2011/2012. LDC was working with Southern Water to ensure the issues 

are resolved. LDC Environmental Health Department deal with nuisance insects but it could not be proven that 

this infestation was due to sewage slippage.  

Sports Pavilion- Cllr. Davy was a keen supporter of the plans especially as a facility for young people and 

hoped that sufficient funds could be raised to rebuild the Pavilion.  

Council Tax- LDC had frozen the Council Tax for a further year. Cost savings had been necessary such as 

reduction of waste, staff working off site and sharing work space.  

Cllr. Davy expressed thanks to Gemma Kybert for her work with the young people of the Village. Gemma had 

been invited to attend the LDC Civic event which was the opportunity for the Council to thank many local 

volunteers who give of their time so generously. Cllr. Davy also thanked the Council for producing the Chailey 

Queens Jubilee Map and added her personal thanks to Cllr. Stroude for her support.  

 

7.    Question and Answer Session: Speed Watch-  PCSO Knowles was asked where the speed watch might be 

located. It was confirmed that this was yet to be confirmed but the A275 Mill Lane South Chailey and the A272 

near to the Sports Club were likely locations.  

Cllr. Olbrich thanked Cllr. Cranfield for his work through the year as Chairman of the Parish Council.  

8.   Close of Meeting- There being no further questions the meeting closed at 8.55 p.m. 
Signed: 
Chairman     Date: 
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 Thanks were expressed to the parish councillors for their assistance in 
setting up the hall and clearing away after the meeting. Thanks were 
also given to Cllr Olbrich for organising the refreshments.   
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