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The Chailey Annual Parish Meeting was held on Monday 23rd April 2012 
at Chailey Parish Hall, commencing at 7.30pm. 

Present - 19 in total: Parish Council: Cllrs P. Atkins, D.Cranfield, S.Griffin, J.Millam, P.Olbrich, 
R.Trussell and Parish Clerk, Mrs V Grainger. 
Speakers:  PCSO Steven Knowles, Inspector N. Mahoney (Sussex Police); M. Beard (Chailey Sports 
Club),  Mr C Kirkpatrick (ESCC Chailey Ranger),  District Cllr. Sharon Davy; County Cllr. Meg Stroude. 

 

1. Welcome by Cllr. Olbrich of Chailey Parish Council  

Apologies and Matters Arising from the Minutes of the 2011 Parish Meeting 
Cllr Olbrich opened the meeting on behalf of the Chairman Cllr. Loraine Waller by welcoming the 
speakers and members of the public. There were no matters arising from the annual parish meeting 
held on 16th May 2011. Apologies received: Cllrs. M. Evans, D.Cowan, J-P. Ellis, J. Tillard and L 
Waller; Mr J Gould, Mrs M Morrow, Gemma Kybert and Norman Baker MP. 
 

2.  Annual Report from Parish Council  

Cllr. Olbrich presented the report on behalf of Chairman Cllr. Loraine Waller for the period April 2011-

March 2012: “During the last 12 months the Parish Council has been very busy in respect of a number 

of Chailey Village matters. 

• Our Parish Clerk, Vera Grainger, now organises the Village Information Point at the Free Church in 

South Chailey, twice a month on a Tuesday. The dates are detailed in the Chailey News each month. 

• The Parish Council continues to support the Chailey Youth Group funding the hire of the Parish Hall and 

helping them whenever it can.The Council is considering how best to encourage the Group for the 

future. 

• We support Chailey News with an annual grant of a £2000 in recognition of its importance to village 

communication and information; and we operate our website:  www.chailey.org 

• We have awarded over the past year £5929 in small grants to village organizations. 

• Plans for the Queens Jubilee are underway. Local clubs under the guidance of the Bonfire Society are 

working together to arrange an event including the lighting of a Beacon. The Parish Council has 

commissioned a souvenir ornamental map of Chailey which when complete will be delivered to every 

Chailey Household. 

• Chailey Commons fencing is near completion and we look forward to cattle and sheep grazing on the 

fenced Common. 

• The Parish Council holds quarterly meetings with ESCC Highways department to raise issues 

highlighted by residents. At the time of writing the Council is concerned that the 40mph limit on the A275 

northwards to Markstakes Lane, promised for completion by March 2012, has still not been installed.  

The Council will monitor progress on the limits to be installed along the A272/A275 before March 2013. 

The Parish Council’s Precept pays for regular maintenance of our village: 

• We also pay for grass cutting around the village such as the Green, Rowheath, and the sports ground. 

We also help the Sports Club as much as we can. 

• We pay for tree surveys and the trimming and cutting of trees owned by the Parish council. 

• We are a statutory consultee on planning within the village and have given much time and thought to the 

Gradwell Park Retirement Village application, still under review, and to many similar if smaller 

Applications during the year. 

• And a warning which I am certain the Police will repeat!  Councillor Millam fitted new taps at our 

allotments which were stolen the next day; new cheaper taps were then fitted and these were also 

stolen.  Through Chailey News and our website, we urge residents to lock their cars and outside 

premises securely. 

For the future:  

http://www.chailey.org/
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• We are hoping that the s106 development contributions from the New Heritage site will be used to install 

a crossing on the A275 near to Mill Lane and also to provide a footpath for the residents of the New 

Heritage site along Warrs Hill Lane to the A275. 

• The Pump House opposite the Horns Lodge is to be worked on by members of the Parish Council to 

convert it to a bus-shelter. 

• Councillors will be considering how best to use windfall funds arising from the sale of St Mary’s; we 

await with interest the result of the Sports Club bid for Lottery funding to rebuild the Pavilion. 

I shall be stepping down at the Council’s AGM in May.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 

my fellow Councillors for their help and support throughout the year.  THANK YOU. 

Loraine WALLER   Chair, Chailey Parish Council.” 

 

3.  Report from Norman Baker MP- Apologies had been received from Norman Baker MP. 

 

4.  Police Report- PCSO Steven Knowles and Inspector N. Mahoney 

A report was presented on behalf of Ch. Inspector J. Tingley. This identified district priorities as Criminal 
Damage, Burglary and Metal Thefts. Village priorities were: 
Speeding vehicles- concerns had been raised particularly concerning Mil lane, South Chailey and along 
A272 at North Chailey. 
Dog fouling problems had been reported along the public footpath at Whitgates Close. 
Fuel/diesel theft. – thefts had been reported of heating oil from outside tanks. 
The Community Safety Partnership plan for 2011-2014 had identified priorities as follows: 

• Reducing & detecting volume crime- to include burglary, theft & shoplifting 

• Anti-Social Behaviour  

• To establish the true level of Domestic Abuse and reduce repeat incidents 

• Communications and community confidence 

• Reduce the number of people killed & seriously injured on Lewes Districts roads and reduce the volume 
of incident. 
Criminal incidents were listed by category and described in detail; overall there had been a reduction in 
crime, from 138 incidents in 2010/2011 to 117 in 2011/2012. 
Questions and Answers for Police: Appreciation was expressed for the Police Officer’s efforts and the 
news that crime had fallen over the past year was welcomed 

5. Reports from local organisations:  
5.1 Chailey Commons- Crispin Kirkpatrick 

Mr Kirkpatrick explained that he was the Chailey Commons Ranger and the past year had been 
eventful, with progress being made with the commons fencing project at Romany, Pound and Memorial 
Commons. Cattle grids had been installed together with the introduction of a speed reduction scheme.  
Working closely with ESCC Highways temporary chicanes had been introduced to reduce noise levels: 
the impact was being monitored.  
Water troughs were being connected to mains water supply; any holes in fencing were being made 
good by contractors and in the next few weeks it was hoped to introduce formal grazing of animals. 
The application for the High Level Stewardship grant had been successful, this would fund work for the 
next ten years. Tree clearance work was being completed, in addition to roadside clearance at North 
Common and Beggars Wood Road to ensure animals were more visible. There had been Birch 
clearance completed at Romany Ridge, Red House and Lane End Common.  
Tree clearance had opened up the vista of Chailey Windmill. There had also been a notable spread of 
the Marsh Gentian and Sundew numbers were up. Night Jars had been spotted and heard on all of the 
commons except Lane End.  
There had been infrastructure improvements made such as a foot bridge at Red House Common; 
improvements to drainage and new benches installed. 
Events: Work had been completed on Thursdays with volunteers and with students from Plumpton 
College restoring and clearing ponds; a group from Lloyds Bank had helped with clearance work at 
Lane End Common. “Talking Trees” were carrying out some work practicing woodland skills for those 
with Learning difficulties; and pupils from Newick Primary school were completing sessions once a 
week. 
With the introduction of grazing animals on the common in the next month or so, there was an 
anticipated improvement of the commons in the future. 
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5.2 Chailey Sports Club- Mr Mike Beard 
Mr Beard explained that from the side lines it might appear that little was happening but this was far 
from the truth. Matters had not always gone smoothly but it was hoped that the path of travel would bear 
fruit sufficient to achieve the aim of providing a very much needed rebuild of the sports pavilion.All of the 
clubs: Chailey Cricket Club, Chailey & Newick Colts football Club, Halsford Lions Football Club (to be 
renamed Chailey Lions in 2012/2013) and Chailey Stoolball Club were working together to provide 
facilities that will benefit sport and the community 

The application under Phase 1 for a grant from Sport England was deferred to the second round of 
applications: Phase 2, even though the Club had been given to understand that it qualified and was 
properly presented. The first wave of grants went to organisations that were urgently in need of funds 
i.e. in danger of going out of business. It had not been necessary to submit another application; but the 
Club had been advised to enhance the information provided as part of the original application. That 
evidence would form part of a supplementary submission that had been prepared under the guidance of 
the Sport England Case Manager. 

The Club had been advised to provide particular evidence of local support and letters of support had 
been obtained from Norman Baker, Cllr. Sharon Davy, The Head of Chailey School, the Chair of 
Governors Chailey Heritage, Rev. John Maskell, St Peters Primary School and Chailey Youth Group.  

An application had been made to the Tudor Trust and it was hoped that this would be successful. Once 
the Sport England grant had been confirmed this would open up the way for a grant application being 
made to Veolia. Other fund raising approaches were being made, with a major fund raising event 
planned for September. On a negative point the Club had been informed that all lottery funding is now 
being channelled to deprived area and we do not qualify.  

5.3 Chailey Youth Group- A report provided by Gemma Kybert was presented:  
“Chailey youth group has now been operating for 6 years. Being a voluntary community group has 

meant that every year had been different depending on many factors. One, being the type of young 

people that attend through membership, the amount of funding available through small pots from central 

government and the trends and fashions influencing activities and theme nights. Chailey youth group 

had really struggled financially for the last two years but has continued to operate through generous 

self- funding from a volunteer youth worker and her family. There had been a slight increase in door 

fees from 50p to £1 which has meant that some of the young people attending come every other time 

instead of every session. Chailey Parish council- we thank you for your support with funding our hall 

hire every other week throughout the year and for helping us when times have got very difficult and we 

have needed to ask for your support or risk facing closure. 

CYG has risked closure three times in the last 4 years but still remains a healthy, fun and motivating 

place to be for young people, aged 10-15 on bi weekly Friday nights. In September 2011 we lowered 

our age limits from 11-16 years to 10-15 to better suit the needs in the village and the current trends in 

society. This has increased our membership almost too full capacity leaving a few spaces to be filled 

which really is fantastic. CYG has its vibrant “Buzz” back in its atmosphere and this change has revived 

“tired” volunteers who work tirelessly and always give 100% enthusiasm and commitment to ensuring 

CYG remains successful.  

We instil in our young people the need for determination and motivation in all that they do in life and our 

youth committee of young people are showing strong leadership skills as they run all the “behind the 

scenes” activity. These young people are between 15-17 years old and joined CYG when they were 11 

years old. They have been involved all aspects of decision making, applying for funding and seeing the 

need for change and creativity as funds have got tighter and they have supported our fight to keep the 

group open. “I joined the youth committee because I realise how much the volunteers do and I wanted 

to help” (age 14).Our village, Chailey benefits greatly from all that CYG has to offer young people and 

this evident from our research and continuous improvement. “Chailey youth group is definitely where I 

want to be on  a Friday night- not at home being bored or out being offered alcohol” (Age 14). We hope 

with support from the local community and families of young people that CYG will remain an asset to 

the village not only next year but for many years to come. On behalf of all of our committee I would like 

to thank all of the parish council and members of the village who have believed in us and never doubted 

that we will achieve whatever we set out to do. A special thanks is extended to Peter Olbrich, Loraine 

Waller and Sharon Davey.- Gemma Kybert -Chairperson”  
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6.   Report by East Sussex County Councillor, Meg Stroude: 

The Council again faced huge challenges to deliver services on a reduced budget, needing to save £56 

million over the next three years on top of the £37 million saved last year. The Council had £356 million 

to spend, so with prudent management and looking at priorities it will continue to deliver quality services: 
➢ The Council will look after our most vulnerable residents ,  
➢ care for older people and adults with disabilities. 
➢ continue to care for the children in our care, those with disabilities and those who need extra help in 
school      

➢ provide extra support to schools that need to improve. 
➢ deal with household waste, maintain and improve local roads, and care for the 
environment. 
➢ improve all communications and services through libraries. 
➢ work with partners to build a stronger local economy. 
Economy Transport and Environment. 
£60 million would be spent on road maintenance this year, mainly on A and B roads, some work 
included upgrades, but smaller projects would be delayed until next year. Where there are particular 
smaller projects some of these requests may be assisted by match funding from the Parish Council. 
12 new highway stewards were now on patrol to find any problems on the roads. They will help solve 
any issues local people have with the highways. The local Steward is Rob Stevens tel 07748 768375. 
Suitable jobs for the maintenance gangs who visit the village should be found. 
Cllr. Stroude commented that the Strengthening Local Relationships (SLR) meetings were really useful 
and many questions were answered immediately. There was a greater understanding between Parish 
Councillors and the Highways Team and it was efficient in reducing time spent in communicating.  
Adult Social Care. 
Over half the number of elderly people and those with learning and physical difficulties and mental 
health difficulties, now receive Self Directed Support. This means that individuals can plan how they 
want their social care needs met and have far more choice and control over the support they receive. 
Last year ESCC was rated 17th highest performance out of 150 local authorities in relation to Self-
Directed Services. Much work is being done to speed up financial assessments and make the process 
less stressful for applicants. 
Children's Services. 
The secondary school pupils achieving five or more A*-C grades at GCSE in English and Maths had 
improved. The fostering service received an outstanding rating from Ofsted, this is a significant 
achievement in light of the increased number of children in care and children subject to care orders this 
has grown from 445 in 2008 to 619 currently. This puts an enormous burden on recruiting foster cares 
and uses more social workers. The County Council provides one-to-one support to under19's who have 
drug and / alcohol problems and also to their carers, if necessary. Last year 95% of young people 
leaving treatment for substance misuse left treatment in an agreed and planned way. 
The South East Seven is a collaboration of seven upper tier authorities in the South East working to 
improve efficiency and effectiveness through better joint working with projected annual savings and 
avoid costs in the region of £100 million over the next five years. There have been huge capital 
investments in the County. "The Keep" at Falmer is now well under way (ESCC having contributed £13 
million). It is the new historical resource centre, which houses over six miles of archives and historical 
resources dating back over 900 years. There will be a new library at Newhaven and a large new library 
in Hastings and an update of the library at Seaford.   
Finally the Council were pleased that the Government is to give a grant of £10.6 million for superfast 
broadband and ESCC will put in £15 million with early focus in rural areas with low speeds or no 
broadband at all.  

7. Report from Lewes District Councillor, Sharon Davy 

Cllr Davy provided an update on LDC matters: 

New Planning Policy Framework- a new local development framework was being developed. Chailey 

was not in the National Park area which placed it in a vulnerable position; developers were urged to 

develop on brown field sites before building on greenfield sites.  

Speed Limits- 40mph limit had been introduced on A272/A275 and an extension of 50mph was also 

being considered 

Broadband- Improvements to broadband access was supported.  
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Jubilee and Olympics- Special events were planned for 2012 The Olympics relay would be coming 

through Lewes on July 27th. 

Sports Pavilion- was a keen supporter of the plans especially as a facility for young people  

Rural Housing- Lewes District Council was working with Parish Councils to develop rural 

housing, providing local people with more chance to stay in a Village. Emphasis was on those 

being housed having genuine rural connections and those on low wages.  

New Heritage – the creation of a woodland walk at Chailey Clump was planned, the Chapel was 

now being renovated. The site developer had been at fault regarding the length of time taken to 

complete their obligations. There had been some ditch clearance at Warrs Hill to prevent flooding 

of the roadway.   

Council Tax- LDC had frozen the Council Tax for a further year, there was particular awareness 

that small business were suffering in the current financial climate.  

Gradwell End- time had been taken to consider the planning application at Gradwell End, a 

number of residents had objected to the application. There were particular concerns regarding 

access to the site.  

Fencing Project- Some complaints had been received about noise from the cattle grids installed 

as part of the grazing project. Temporary measures had been taken to reduce the noise; and 

there had also been complaints about the temporary scheme. Cllr. Davy was working closely with 

ESCC Highways to resolve the issues. 

Chailey School- The Quadrant Garden project had been supported by Wilvesfield Parish Council 

and a similar grant had been sought from Chailey Parish Council. Young people would be 

encouraged to get involved in gardening and to develop schemes to attract wildlife. 

Cllr. Davy expressed thanks to Cllr. Olbrich for Chairing the meeting and to Cllr. Waller for her 

hard work throughout the year. Thanks were also expressed to Cllr. Stroude for her help and 

commitment throughout the year. 

 

8.    Question and Answer Session: 

Increase in arson figures- surprised was expressed that this category of crime had increased 

while other crime had fallen. PCSO Knowles was also surprised but could offer no obvious 

explanation. 

Cattle Grids at North Chailey- concerns were expressed about vehicles sliding on the cattle 

grids and it was queried how this could be remedied. 

It was suggested that markings could be changed to ensure vehicles are “centred” before 

crossing the grids. Grazing animals on the commons would encourage habitat to support the 

growth of Sundews etc.  

Crime Reports- PCSO Knowles advised that he would put items of interest in Chailey News on a 

monthly basis. 

Cllr. Cranfield commented that a 15% reduction in crime emphasized the importance of having a 

PCSO for the Village. 

There followed a query about refuse collections which were weekly at present. It was confirmed 

that this was likely to change in the near future.   

 

9.   Close of Meeting- There being no further questions the meeting closed at 9.30 p.m. 
Signed: 
Chairman     Date: 
 

 Thanks were expressed to the parish councillors for their assistance in 
setting up the hall and clearing away after the meeting. Thanks were 
also given to Cllr Olbrich for organising the refreshments.   
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