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           MINUTES 

 
A meeting of Members of the Chailey Parish Council Planning & Environs Committee was held on 
Tuesday 5th October 2021 at St Peter’s Church, commencing at 7.30 pm. 
 

Present:   Cllr P Olbrich, (Chair). 
Cllrs S Avery, N Belcher, M Cornwall, M Evans, K Jordan (Minute taker), 
J Tregenza 
 

Public present:   Mr Michael Campbell, Mr & Mrs Francis, Mr & Mrs Pugh-Morgan, Ms Victoria 
Rowlandson, Mr David Walmsley and one other. 

    
In attendance:    None. 
 
21/097. Apologies for absence: Cllrs E Berry, M Lethem, R Penfold, J Millam and Mrs B Newell (Clerk) 

    
21/098. Verbal representations by members of the public: All six members of the public who spoke 

opposed the proposed development known as “Chagley End”, which is situated at the junction of 
Oxbottom Lane and the A272 and is being promoted by Reside. (Item 7 on the agenda). 

 
Mrs Francis questioned whether East Sussex Highways had been involved in assessing the 
suitability of the site for housing development and whether the well-known drainage problems in 
and around Oxbottom Lane had been adaquately addressed in the proposals. 
 
Mrs Pugh-Morgan also drew attention to the increased traffic problems that would arise if the 
number of vehicles seeking to access the A272 from Oxbottom Lane were to increase 
significantly. She also noted the history of drainage problems and frequent flooding on and 
alongside of Oxbottom Lane. 
 
Mr Walmsley opposed the proposed development principally because it would be contrary to 
overall panning policy, the Lewes Local Plan and the Chailey Neighbourhood Plan. He was also 
concerned about the impact of increased traffic flows on Oxbottom Lane and Cinder Hill. 
  

21/099. Declarations of Interest by Councillors: Cllrs Avery, Jordan and Olbrich, all of whom live on  
  Cinder Hill and close to Ades, declared a non-financial interest in planning application  
  LW/21/0608 and in possible development at Chagley End. 
  
21/100. Items not on the agenda considered as a matter of urgency: None. 
   
21/101.Approval of minutes: The P&E minutes from the 7th September 2021 were accepted as true 

and accurate. These were approved unanimously. 
 
21/102.Lewes District Council planning applications: The following planning applications were 

considered by Councillors and the following responses were agreed: 
 

Planning 
Application 

Applicant Work requested 

LW/21/0608 
Response: 20.10.21 

East Ades, Cinder Hill, 
Chailey, BN8 4HP 

Erection of a single storey side extension, internal 
alterations (householder ref LW/20/0607) – Amended from 
previous application LW/20/0766. CPC support this 
application. Proposed by Cllr Tregenza, seconded by 
Cllr Cornwall. Unanimously supported. 

LW/21/0586 
Response: 07.10.21 

Land opposite junction 
between Mill Lane & 
Gradwell End, South 

2 x non-illuminated marketing banner signs to be 
displayed for a limited time period of 9 months or less. 
CPC opposed this application because the proposed 
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Chailey banners were much too large, would damage the 
appearance of the lane. Proposed by Cllr Tregenza, 
seconded by Cllr Evans. Passed with one abstention. 

LW/21/0415 
Response: 04.10.21 
Extension requested 

33 Bluebell Business 
Estate Railway Line, 
North Chailey,TN22 
3HQ 

Demolition of B1 use building and construction of new B1 
use building on two floors with provision for parking. CPC 
decided it could not conclude on this application 
without a site visit. Clerk to arrange as soon as 
possible. 

LW/21/0580 
Response: 08.10.21 

Lane at Wapsbourne 
Wood, Scaynes Hill 

Certificate of Lawful Use/Dev (existing) – confirm of 
existing building being in situ and of the same use for over 
four years. CPC had no comment to offer. Proposed by 
Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Avery. Passed with one 
abstention. 

LW/21/0680 
Response: 08.10..21 

Mount Place, 
Haywards Heath Rd, 
North Chailey 

Demolition of existing garage buildings and erection of 2 
bedroom domestic dwelling for Mr T Bone. CPC opposed 
this application because the construction of a house 
on this rural location would be contrary to the overall 
vision for Chailey in the Neighbourhood Plan and its 
supporting policies of protecting and maintain its 
quiet rural character and enhancing its rural heritage. 
Proposed by Cllr Jordan, seconded by Cllr Avery. 
Passed unanimously. 

 
   

21/103. Council’s Response to the Public Consultation by Reside Developers for the development 
of 20 homes on land at the junction of Oxbottom Lane and the A272: 

 
Councillors noted there had been an earlier proposal to build houses on “Chagley End” which 
had been strongly opposed by CPC at the time. Nothing had changed to alter the Council’s 
position. As representations by members of the public earlier in the meeting had shown, the 
same material factors were still in play – the risk of serious flooding on the site and to 
surrounding areas that would become even more damaging if a greater area was concreted over; 
the already difficult traffic situation would be exacerbated if more vehicles sought to access the 
A272 from Oxbottom Lane as would the risks to pedestrians, horse riders and dog walkers using 
both Oxbottom Lane and Cinder Hill (already a notorious “rat run” for traffic seeking to get to 
Lewes); the gap between the distinct villages of Chailey and Newick would disappear; the 
proposed mix of houses was inconsistent with the character of this historic part of Chailey which 
would be destroyed if the proposed development went ahead. CPC’s decision was unanimous. 
ACTION: The Clerk to circulate to Councillors a draft of the proposed response to Reside before 
it was sent. 
 

21/104.Land Availability Assessment of Site 35CH, Grassington Farm: 
 

Lewes District Council had requested further views from Chailey Parish Council on the suitability 
of the Grassington Farm site for housing development. Grassington Farm is indifferently 
connected to main roads – a very narrow lane leads from the A275 and a, in part, private and 
narrow road (Hazledene Lane) leads down to the farm from the A272. Councillors were opposed 
to housing development at this site; it would lead to flooding on the A272 and it would further 
erode beautiful countryside, contrary to the Neighbourhood Plan. CPC understand that the 
chicken farm at Grassington is still a working farm. Grassington also has a well-used gym on site, 
which was already causing concerns about the amount of traffic using access lanes. All in all, this 
was not a suitable site for housing hence the Council’s opposition. 

 
21/105. Further Discussion on Proposed Development at Buckle Wood Field, North Chailey: 
 

CPC members noted that the conclusions reached by the Planning Inspector at a previous 
planning appeal hearing were still completely valid. This site was totally unsuitable for new 
housing development, even for starter homes which were much needed within Lewes District. 
The site had poor accessibility, even by comparison with other parts of North Chailey. Building at 
Buckles Wood Field would seriously damage the beautiful Low Weald landscape and be 
completely at variance with the vision for Chailey in the recently made Neighbourhood Plan. 

 



 

 

21/106.Cllr Lethem to update the Council on latest developments regarding the proposed Eton 
development in the parish of East Chiltington: In view of the absence of Cllr Lethem, this item 
was deferred until the meeting of the Full Council on the 20th October. 

 
21/107. To note Lewes District Council’s planning decisions and the results of appeals:  
 
 

Planning 
Application 

Applicant Work requested CPC  
decision 

LDC  
decision 

LW/21/0453 Plum Cottage, 
Beggars Wood Rd, 
BN8 4DY 

Two storey side extension and 
single storey rear extension 
with associated 
extension/outbuilding 
demolition. 

No objection. 
P&E Aug 2021. 

Approved. 

LW/21/0650 Bineham Park Farm, 
East Grinstead, BN8 
4DD 

Removal of HV poles 613139, 
613138, 613137, 613728, 
613136 & associated overhead 
lines. Installation of 2 x stay 
wires on pole 613135. 
Removal of LV poles 625265, 
625266 and associated 
overhead lines. 

Support. 
P&E Sept 2021 

No 
objection 

LW/21/0425 6 Hornbuckles, 
South Chailey 

Loft conversion to create 
second floor, front extension to 
first and second floor and 
cladding alterations. 

Object. 
P&E Aug 2021 

Refused 

LW/21/0588 Middle Burchetts, 
Station Rd, BN8 4HE 

Replacement garage. No objection. 
P&E Sept 2021 

Approved 

LW/21/061 Dove Cottage, East 
Grinstead Rd, BN8 
4HX 

First floor side extension 
including a glazed link and 
associated alterations. 

No comment. 
P&E Sept 2021 

Approved. 

LW/21/0549 Old Brambles, Lane 
End Common, BN8 
4JH 

Construction of a 2 bay oak 
garage with a hipped roof and 
side log store. 

No objection. 
P&E Sept 2021.  
But ask that 
hedging is 
improved so that 
structure does not 
impede on the 
Commons 

Approved 

 
 
 
21/108.Date of next Planning & Environs Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 2nd November 
            2021 at 7.30pm at St Peter’s Church. 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed by: 
Chair 

   Date: 
 

 

                             

        

 


