
Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

24th October 2017 

 

Present: K Matthews (KM), D Matthews (DM), K Jordan (KJ), S Avery (SA), J Cranfield 

(JC), D Cranfield (DC); S Treharne (Parish Clerk) (ST) in attendance for discussion 

regarding grant funding. 

Grant funding: ST confirmed a grant of around £6,000 was received in April 2017, but only 

£765 has been spent so far: the balance now needs to be returned to Ground Works, who 

administer the scheme. We are able to reapply for the funding, but a report on expenditure 

needs to be sent by 14/11/17. ST asked if Donna Moles, Consultant, had been paid up to date 

ACTION: JC to check 

The next CPC meeting is on 7/11/17 and the report and refund cheque will need to be 

prepared for signing at that meeting. 

From April 2018 there is a new funding arrangement; we can apply for this from February 

2018, for a six-month period from April. If we need funding earlier, we can apply under the 

existing system until 31/01/18, but will need to spend the funds by 31/03/18. We will need to 

revise and resubmit the timetable. ACTION: ST will print off the application form, so the 

Steering Group can see the information required. 

SA suggested we consider including the licence fees for mapping software from Pear 

Technology, which looks very useful. Could this be installed on his home computer? 

JC thanked ST for the comprehensive update. 

1. Apologies for absence 

M Evans 

 

2. Agreement of Minutes from the last meeting 10/10/2017 

Agreed 

 

3. Matters Arising 

KM: Information on Chailey Common: Lewes District Council have replied suggesting 

it was worth us contacting Chailey Commons Society ACTION: SA will contact them 

SA has prepared a draft Green Spaces document and the suggestion is that we use 

the Link Walk to assist with characterising Chailey green space. ACTION: JC to send 

draft to Donna Moles for her opinion. 

 

4. Feedback on the meeting with Lewes Planners 

KJ reported that, after discussions with the Lewes District Council planners, and a 

member of the Wivelsfield NP Steering Group, he felt he should seek to persuade 

Chailey Parish Council (CPC) to include Site Allocations in the Chailey NP. The 

rationale for this is that the Government will announce a large increase in housing 

targets and Lewes District will have to find more sites.  

 

There followed a discussion as to whether it would be possible / desirable to include 

site allocations in the CNP. It was agreed that we are too far advanced with the Plan 

to make such a fundamental change now, nor do we have the capacity to engage with 

developers. 



The Housing Needs survey was too weak; local need will be for 2-3 bedroom houses, 

but we will need a survey to confirm this. Wivelsfield used Action in rural Sussex, who 

subcontracted the survey to a company who proved to be unsatisfactory. KJ suggested 

Lindsay Frost might be able to advise on alternative consultants.  

ACTION: KJ to ask Lindsay Frost. 

 

Green spaces: We need to identify sites that have a landscape value and the Chailey 

Link Path should help us to identify views which should be protected – we could take 

photos of these views. KJ confirmed aerial photos had been taken of South Chailey 

from a drone and North Chailey will follow shortly, when weather conditions are 

suitable. 

 

DM suggested that if there was to be a Rowheath Conservation area, it could be 

extended to Coppard’s Bridge. KM queried whether this could be discussed in the CNP 

and DM confirmed it could be promoted in the NP and then taken forward by CPC. KJ 

stated there were positives and negatives  

 

5. Refining the Objectives 

JC stated that once we have agreed the revised objectives, we will need to publicise 

them, so keeping the community involved and informed. The Steering Group went 

through each objective and the revised versions are listed below. 

 

6. Discussion on a strategy to obtain the final supporting evidence (including 

Greenspaces Assessment and Housing Needs Survey) 

DM suggested a deadline of 1 month for the identification of significant views. JC: could 

ask parishioners to upload their favourite views and vistas around the village to 

Facebook, which would be good community engagement. 

DM: there’s a Bake Off competition in February – we could run a photo competition. 

KJ: we need Chailey Bonfire photos in the Community section. 

DM: Donna Moles has stated we must quote national and local policies – we should 

make reference to them, rather than quoting them. 

It was confirmed that the Housing waiting list figures had been disaggregated by Lewes 

District Council, at the request of Cllr Sharon Davy, and are broken down by the size 

of house required. The 1980’s survey showed a similar requirement. DM mentioned 

that the East Sussex in Figures shows an over-preponderance of large houses in 

Chailey.  

 

7. A.O.B 

SA: the Dropbox is too full and needs pruning, with the drone videos of Chailey being 

taken out. We may need to buy more space. KJ suggested SA should liaise with the 

Parish Clerk and that a CPC Dropbox could be created. 

 

 

8. Dates of the next meetings 

Tuesday 14th November 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 



Chailey Neighbourhood Plan Objectives – revised as at 24/10/17: 

Housing:  

1. To ensure that all new housing development, through location, quality and design, 
preserves and enhances the existing character of the village and its environment.  

2. To promote new residential development if within the revised development boundaries 
shown in the Plan and other allocated sites identified by Lewes District Council in the Local 
Plan.  

3. To ensure that new residential development in the Parish is sustainably constructed, 
preferably by small house builders using local materials, and in a style and appearance in 
keeping with existing properties within the immediate vicinity.  

Environment:  

1. To enhance and protect the natural beauty and biodiversity of the Parish, including the 
vicinity of Chailey Common.  

2. To enhance and protect the countryside setting of the main residential centres of the Parish.  

3. To protect and enhance the historic environment and cultural heritage of the Parish.  

4. To protect views, vistas and the dark sky of Chailey  

Economy and Transport:  

1. To enhance and promote community, recreational, tourism and transport infrastructure in 
Chailey.  

2. To facilitate employment opportunities and tourism in the Village and increase these where 
possible.  

Community:  

1. To ensure that Chailey’s community spirit and its facilities, are preserved and enhanced.  

 


